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Where are we on the map?
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Nunavut’s population

• Highest birthrate in the 
country

• Youngest age demographic 
in the country

• 2/3rds of Inuit speak 
Inuktitut as a first language
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Inuit culture
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Impacts of colonization
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History of TB in the North
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The Social 
Determinants 

of Health
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Health care barriers

• Recruitment and Retention of 
Human Health Resources

• Long distances to seek medical 
health care

• Language and culture barriers
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Recent political engagement
• WHO

• ITK and Government of Canada

• Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. 

• TAIMA TB

• Regional Inuit Action Plans
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Tuberculosis in the Nunavut Population
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TB outbreak: Qikiqtarjuaq, Nunavut
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Christina Baier, Registered Nurse, March 2018



Community Wide Screening
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Community response to community 
engagement initiatives
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Stigma surrounding TB

In Qikiqtarjuaq there was anxiety 
about TB. The community and 
Qikiqtarjuamuit were stigmatized 
due to the attention created by the 
screening clinic. Resources developed 
didn’t address this stigma 
sufficiently. However, inviting the 
media to come to the community 
really helped to change their 
perceptions. 

Evaluation Report, Dr. Carolyn Pim
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Collaborative efforts 
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Lessons Learned: 

• Utilizing role models for engagement at the 
community wide screening

• Limiting media coverage as a means of 
reducing community stigma associated with 
TB 

• Fostering partnerships with Inuit 
organizations, community councils, and the 
department of Health
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THANK YOU!

Questions: 

Mishael Gordon

Community Engagement Specialist- TB Program

mgordon1@gov.nu.ca

Councilor Daisy Arnaquq

darnaquq@hotmail.com
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