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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of the session the participant will have an 
understanding of the 

1. impact of the COVID-19 pandemic - and mitigation measures against it 
- on tuberculosis control and epidemiology, as estimated by the World 
Health Organization 

2. approaches being pursued by countries to recover during and after 
the pandemic and to step up efforts to get TB prevention and care 
back on track towards global targets



The impact of COVID-19 on TB 

Objective



The global TB situation 

Estimated incidence Estimated deaths

1.3 million*

(1.2ς1.4 million)

9.9 million

(8.9ς10.9 million)
11% children <15y |

56% men | 33% women

All forms of TB, 
2020

HIV-associated 
TB, 2020

787,000
(701,000ς879,000)

215,000
(188,000ς244,000)

* Excluding deaths attributed to HIV/TB
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Update, October 2021
Monthly TB notifications in the public and private sectors, India, January 2020ïAugust 2021a

a These data were accessed from https://reports.nikshay.in/Reports/TBNotification on 16 Sep 2021.

https://reports.nikshay.in/Reports/TBNotification


China : TB notifications, 2017-2020
in the weeks before and after the Chinese Spring Festival

Source: H Fei, China (as on 9 May 2020)



A global reduction in TB detection of 
25% for 3 months ςa realistic 
scenario given levels of disruption in 
TB services occurring in multiple 
countries ςwould increase TB deaths 
by about 200,000, reversing progress 
achieved in lowering TB mortality 
worldwide in the last 5 years.

COVID-19 impact on TB:
observed and expected

http://medrxiv.org/lookup/doi/10.1101/2020.04.28.20079582

http://medrxiv.org/lookup/doi/10.1101/2020.04.28.20079582


Update, October 2021

Global trend in case notifications of people newly diagnosed with TB, 2016ï2020



Update, October 2021
Trends in case notifications of people newly diagnosed with TB by WHO region, 2016ï2020



Update, October 2021
Trends in monthly or quarterly notifications of TB cases in selected high TB burden countries, Jan 2020ï

June 2021a (1)

a Data are shown for countries that were able to report 

provisional national numbers for all months or quarters 

to WHO by July 2021.



Update, October 2021
TB notifications in 2020 compared with 2019 in the 30 high TB burden countries



Update, October 2021
Estimated impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on TB incidence for 16 selected countries, up to 2025

Standardized TB incidence ratea. The black line indicates the baseline assuming no COVID-19 disruptions, and the blue line is the modelled impact.



Update, October 2021
Estimated impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on TB mortality for 16 selected countries, up to 2025

Standardized TB mortality rate (including HIV)a. The black line indicates the baseline assuming no COVID-19 disruptions, and 

the red line is the modelled impact.



48% drop

Source: NTP of the Philippines, May 2021



Routine BCG vaccination, India, Jan-Jun 2020 (red) vs. 2019 (blue)
Source: Health Management Information System (NHM-HMIS), National Health Mission, India

Rukmini Shrinivasan et al. BMJ Glob Health 2020;5:e003979
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