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 NM Pharmacist Association  
◦  Considering prescriptive authority for pharmacists to place TSTs 

◦ Researching with regulatory agencies 

 Medical Board  

 Nursing Board 

 Department of Health 

 TB Program 

 

 NM Pharmacists large range of prescriptive authority 
◦ Lack of accessible health care in many areas of the state 

 

 





 Do NOT need passport  

 

  State Question? 
◦ Red or Green 

 

 

 

 5th largest state – land mass 
◦ 121,000 sq miles 

 
 6th LEAST populated 
◦ 2 million 

 
 1912 – bilingual gov’t 
◦ No official language 

 

 
 

 



 Decrease Public Health $$ 

 

 Lack of Nursing Staff 

 

 Remote areas of state 

 

 

 

 





 Prescriptive Authority 
◦ March 7, 2011 – protocol was added for Pharmacist to administer TSTs 

(regulation16.19.26.12) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pharmacists  must complete training by NM DOH TB Program 
 

 



 Had a meeting……June 2, 2011 
◦ NM TBP 

◦ NM Pharmacist Association 

◦ NM Board of Pharmacy 

 

 TBP  leading role in education of pharmacists TST training 
◦ NM TBP did Press Release on August 31, 2011 

◦ Webinar – Heartland National TB Center;  
 Understanding the TST:  A Primer for Non-TB Staff  

 Sept 8, 2011 

 July 27, 2015 

 Must view prior to doing the hands on training 

 

 

 
 

 
 







Pharmacists Testing 

Public Health Testing 

 Low Risk Population (TSTs) 
◦ Pharmacists to test 

 School 

 Work 

 Change of immigration status 

 

 

 High Risk Populations 
◦ Tested @ Public Health 

 TB Suspects 

 Contacts 

 Immune compromised 

 HIV 

 TNF-alpha blockers 

 Other immune compromised 

 



 TST Health History 
◦ Utilize NM DOH standardized form 
◦ Accurate reading of TST 

 CDC cut-points  

 

 Referral of +TST 
◦ CXR  prior referral health dept 
◦ May refer to PCP 

 

 Refer high risk clients: public health 
◦ (Do not test at Pharmacy) 
◦ Contacts to cases 
◦ Transplant recipients 
◦ Persons going on TNF-Alpha blockers 

 

 



 



234 
Pharmacists 

Trained 



 

 

 



 Objectives 
◦ Provide a qualitative assessment of the TSTs performed by pharmacists 

in NM & identify potential benefits of providing TST at community 
pharmacies 

 

◦ Evaluate outcomes of TB testing performed in a community pharmacy 
setting 

 

◦ Describe the standardized training for pharmacists to accurately place, 
read and interpret the TST. 

 

 





 43 pharmacist completed TST training practicum 
◦ 25 are actively prescribing (as of August 2013) 

 Participating Pharmacist by location 
 







Positivity rate of 3.1% 



• Pharmacist performed testing resulted in increased access to TSTs 
 
• TB testing follow-up rates at community pharmacies were high – most 

likely due to convenient hours, accessible location and no required 
appointment. 

 
•  Pharmacists refer when clients present with signs or symptoms of TB 

disease 
 
•  In the era of declining public health dollars  

• all avenues of collaboration to ensure sustained TB prevention efforts should be 
explored 
 

• Perhaps expanded pharmacist TB testing program will be seen throughout 
the United States. 
 



 Utilizing Pharmacist to provide DOT for  persons with 
TB Infection  3 Pilot sites around NM 

 Areas where there are nursing shortages 

 Plan to have initial visit with DOH nurse  

 then refer to pharmacy for DOT 

 Plan to utilize 3HP 

◦ University of New Mexico Pharmacist is applying for grant  

 

 Excited to hear next speaker that has already done this 
in California!  


